
14. Oktober 2021

2021 Conference

Glattpark: from reed to urbanity  

P
la

n
 o

f
th

e
C

it
y
 o

f
G

la
tt

 i
n

 2
0
6
0
 (

A
rc

h
it
e
c
ts

G
ro

u
p
 K

ro
k
o
d
il)



Zürich: IMPACTS conference 2021

1 Glattpark, a place in-between

2 A look «way» back

3 Milestones of the greater area

4 Politics

5 A new start

6 Changes in the system

7 Lessons leaned

20111_28A_211012_Ref_IMPACTS     Planpartner AG 2

Table of contents



Zürich: IMPACTS conference 2021

1. Glattpark, a place inbetween
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In-between several regional 

centers (Richtplan Kanton ZH)

City of Opfikon in the heart of the 

„Glattalstadt“
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2. A look way back 
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Map of the canton Zürich 1667

Hans Conrad Gyger
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2. A look way back
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Picture right before the correction of the river Glatt (Quelle: Staatsarchiv Zürich)
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2. A look way back, correction of the river Glatt 1814 - 1895
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Glattkorrektion about 1895 

(Quelle: Staatsarchiv Zürich)

• 1814 – 1825

first correction, paid by the 

canton Zürich KT (in “our” area 

2/3 Kanton 1/3 private)

• 1878 – 1895

second phase  inclusive 

lowering the Glatt

• 1937 – 1953

next lowering, paid by tax 

money (8 Mil. CHF) as a 

program to provide jobs
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2. A look way back, great ideas
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Connex to the Zeppelin-transport network 

of Germany (1913).

do to the WW 1 - not realized 

Harbor Oberhauserriet

Wettingen - Greifensee von 1920
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3. Milestones of the greater area
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1948. Opening airport Kloten-Zürich

1952: First plan of zoning in the area

1957: Start of the 1. planning called “Quartierplan” 

(landowners get to getter trying to develop the area)

1962: Opening of the highway to the airport

1974: Highway Zürich-Winterthur

1979: Estimated end of the  QP (because of recourses 

blocked and them buried )

1988: Popular initiative  „Schaffung einer Reservezone“ 

(We want no more development!)

88/90: Working on a new idea of development

1989: Owners agreement on a new way of thinking 

(„Zustimmung SBV“)

1991: Municipal council agreed on a new zoning (BZO)
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3. Milestone 1988
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• Zoning mainly for industry

• Area ca. 67 ha

• Quality: Backyard of Zürich 

(City of Zürich owns 50% of 

the land)

• Huge development 

pressure (because of the 

airport)

• Known as the most 

expensive reed in Europe
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4. Politics (popular initiative)
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What did they want:

- Less noise and less pollution

- No more car traffic in the area

- A healthier city development

- Saving the green lung of Opfikon

- No more separation between 

working an housing areas
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4. Politics (public vote in 1991)
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Result of the vote: 1747 to 941 (65% : 35%) for the counterproposal

Demand of the public initiative Counterproposal
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5. A new start, developing a new traffic system
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5. A new start, developing a new mix of working an housing
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(Collage Zürich-Leutschenbach / Opfikon-Süd, 6.6.1996)



Zürich: IMPACTS conference 2021

5. A new start, developing a new plan of zoning
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Figures:
1. 1/3 working, 1/3 housing / 1/3 park and 

lake; public transportation, reduction 

of parking for employees

2. 7‘000 residents / 7‘000 jobs

3. 67 ha (= 20% der settlement area from 

Opfikon) 

4. Investment in constriction over one  

billion CHF (not counting land and 

infrastructure)
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5. A new start, visualization
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6. A change of the system, public transportation
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6. A change of the system
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Basic ideas: 

• development in 3 phases 

(north to south)

• 2 parking lots (900 and 

600 PP) for employees 

only

• Reduction to 1/3 PP for 

employees 

• Landowners organized as 

a community
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6. A change of the system, building at the border

20111_28A_211012_Ref_IMPACTS     Planpartner AG 18



Zürich: IMPACTS conference 2021

6. A change of the system, a new demand
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Tasks:

• How can structure, 

use and traffic find a 

better co-living?

• How to handle the 

growing demand for 

housing?

Solution approaches:

• Starting a planning 

“competition” 2008/09

• 3 teams, 2 workshops

• Results where the  

basics for a new 

zoning
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6. A change of the system, what changed?
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Results of the «Testplanung»

• Urban structure must be more specific (four 

types of construction areas)

• Need of creating a main “center” (1), a center 

with public institutions (2) and a possible 

“side- center” (3)

• Setting an urban accent (gate to Glattpark)

• need to liberalize  the building regulations 

(open view to the lake)

• keeping the traffic system but ad a new entry

• no more central parking for workers
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7. Lessons learned
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Traffic problems increase:

• Because of the he 

chance form working to 

housing

• The impact on the 

capacity at several 

sensitive points is not to 

be ignored

Solutions:

• Reduction of the number 

of PP for housing

• Create a new connection 

to the development
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7. Lessons learned (some of them)
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• Planning in Switzerland is taking time – maybe because of the size of 

the development and not only because of its complexity.

• Sometimes it takes a bit of pressure to get a better result.

• It helps when you solve the biggest questions first.

• You have to admit in such a long process that not every idea was good 

and create a plan B.

•
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Thank you for your attention!
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7. Lessons learned
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Verkehrsmassnahmen
(Ausgleich erhöhtes Verkehrsaufkommen im Gebiet bei Vollausbau)

• Realisierung Anschluss Süd: Anschlussbauwerk, Stauraumsicherung Glattpark-

strasse, Aufweitung Boulevard, zusätzliche LSA, Übergänge Langsamverkehr, etc.

• Ausbau Stichstrassen: Anpassungen Ein-/Ausfahrtsbereiche, Landbedarf 

Abbiegespuren, zusätzliche LSA, Verkehrsberuhigungs-Massnahmen

Aufwertungsmassnahmen
(Ausgleich Mehrbelastung Luft, Lärm, Grundwasser, etc.)

• Grundwasserhaushalt: Fördermassnahmen Versickerung / Wasserqualität, 

Aufwertung Servitutsstreifen (Alleen), etc.

• Siedlungsaufwertung: Optimieren Signaletik, Verbesserungs-Massnahmen Infra-

struktur Parkanlage, Siedlungsausstattung (Freizeitangebot, Abfallentsorgung, etc.)


