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Public transport in Barcelona region
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Barcelona Low Emission Zone
(ZBE)

The Barcelona Low Emission Zone is an area of 95 
km2 that includes Barcelona and the municipalities 
surrounding the ‘ring roads’ where restrictions on 
the use of the most polluting vehicles are 
gradually being introduced. This is one of the 
municipal measures to safeguard the quality of the air 
we breathe and guarantee the right to health in the 
city.
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• December 1st 2018:
o Restrictions in case of episode (working days 

from 7 to 20h)

• January 1st 2020:
o Vehicles without DGT stickers not allowed 

(working days from 7 to 20h)
o Exemptions, authorizations (10 days/year) 

and moratorium
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Barcelona parking data
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Tolls in Catalunya
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Source: Diari Ara

• Most highways in Catalonia have been build on public-
private partnerships.

• These infrastructures have been funded by shadow or 
regular tolls

• For the first time, most of these PPP’s with regular tolls  
are ending:

o AP-7 Tarragona - Alacant: December 2019
o AP-7 La Jonquera – Tarragona (Martorell) 2021
o C-33 Mollet 2021
o C-32 Montgat – Palafolls 2021
o AP-2 Saragossa - Mediterrani 2021



Integrated system of high-capacity roads
(SIVAP)

Catalonia’s Parliament resolution 137/XII about the constitution of a 
working group on the management and funding of the Catalan high-
capacity roads
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• No planned model � Inefficiency
• New model: vignette

o Avoiding rerouting
o More efficient government investments
o Eliminate territorial grievances
o Transfer cost to all users

� Compatible with a congestion charge or low emission zone
� Additional funds transferred to public transport

Changes foreseen in the tariff scheme of the Barcelona region
Barcelona’s congestion tax
01 Antecedents



02
Political positions



Catalonia Government position

Due to the end of some public private partnerships, 
some tolls will be removed and there is a need to 
implement some model to raise funds destined to the 
maintenance, management and improvement of the 
Catalan road infrastructure. The best option is the 
vignette.
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September 19th 2019: The Consell Comarcal
del Maresme refuses the AMB proposal

AMB (Barcelona metropolitan
area) position

On July 30th, the AMB Mobility vice-president, Antoni
Poveda, proposed to the Ministerio de Fomento and 
Catalan Government, to maintain the nearest tolls to 
the Barcelona region, ending in 2021, and using them 
as a congestion toll 
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Barcelona municipal government
position

Barcelona mayor, Ada Colau, announced in a TV 
interview on July 17th 2019, that if the low emission 
zone does not get satisfactory results within 6 months 
of its implementation, it would be possible to set up a 
congestion tax in the city.
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Barcelona characteristics

Direcció de Serveis de Mobilitat

Modal shares 2018

Source: EMEF 2018

1.620.343 inhabitants (2018)

Accident rate

6,93 millions daily journeys

Traffic intensity at Barcelona entry roads 886.000 veh/day
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Mobility goals
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• - 21% mobility by private vehicle

• + 12,6% public transport stages (+400.000 stages)

• - 50% accident rate 2010-2020 (Pla estratègic de Seguretat
Viària de Catalunya (PESV) 2014-2020)

• Keeping the level of service (no additional congestion)

Congestion tax: 
to reduce the private 

vehicle in the city
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Technical options

• Range
o Rondes o ZBE
o Actual tolls

• Type
o Area
o Corridors
o Ring

• Charge
o Once a day
o Every crossing

• Rate
o High � Deterrent
o Low � Collect tax

• Technology
o Cameras (ANPR)
o DRSC (RFID) (+ cameras)
o Tolls
o Mobile app (+ cameras)
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Other questions:

What to do with not removed tolls (Vallvidrera,Garraf)?

Tax benefits Eco or Zero vehicles?
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